shots

firm: humbert & poyet
project: house, gstaad, switzerland

From left: A bedroom’s paneling consists of reclaimed barnwood that's
been sanded, tinted, and inset with bands of polished brass. Architects
Christophe Poyet and Emil Humbert. ~
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Clockwise from top left: Pine
clads the exterior of the ground-
up house by Rieder Architektur.
A custom alabaster sconce lights
the way to the mudroom. Larch
slats enclose the staircase. Cala-
catta marble lines a shower.

Opposite, from top: Velvet
covers the Eero Saarinen chairs
in the dining area. The adjoining
living area gathers sofas covered
in cotton and brass cocktail
tables, all custom, before a
Belgian limestone fireplace.

FRANCIS AMIAND



In 2005, Frenchman Emil Humbert was fresh
out of Ecole Nationale Supérieure d'Architecture
Paris-Belleville and living in Monaco, designing,
under his namesake firm, what would be the first
of several Beefbar restaurants. But, being young
and green, he felt it would be more productive and
interesting if he wasn't working alone. When a
decorator friend introduced him to Monegasque
Christophe Poyet, who'd just earned his interior
architecture degree from Académie Charpentier,
the two jumped at the chance to collaborate, es-
tablishing Humbert & Poyet in 2008. “In the cre-
ative process, it’s great to have someone who's
your equal next to you,” Humbert, now 38, says.
Their first joint venture, a Monaco apartment,
was a smash. Today, with multiple residences, as
well as another Beefbar in Paris and an Aquazzura
shop in New York, their first stateside project,
under their belt, Humbert & Poyet is 20-strong
with a main office in Monaco, a satellite in Paris,
and high-end commercial and residential com-
missions all over the map, including in Mexico
City and Hong Kong.
Humbert and Poyet have designed ground-up
houses but prefer focusing on interiors, often
entering projects when the shell is done but the inside is still raw. There's nothing raw about
their completed work, however, which 36-year-old Poyet describes as “like a movie set, the
perfect environment for the perfect place for one particular moment that makes people feel
beautiful and good about themselves.” Although their commercial projects tilt toward the
glamorous, Humbert and Poyet love combining the rough with the refined in their residences. =
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From left: Leather and brass compose a bedroom's custom headboard. Custom oak bunkbeds cozy
up to walls covered in tartan cashmere.

That contrast can be seen in a recent home, a three-story ski chalet in the Swiss Alps. The
architects situated the public spaces on the top floor, to take best advantage of the mountain
views, and paneled nearly the entire 7,000-square-foot interior in rustic reclaimed barnwood.
But then luxe slabs of veined marble appoint bathrooms and even the mudroom, where ski
gear is stowed. Further, upholstery materials include cashmere and royal-blue velvet, shower
fittings have an antique gold finish, and alabaster light fixtures are everywhere. The latter are
among the house's myriad custom pieces. Artisan-made creations feature prominently in all
the firm's projects, and it just launched a limited-edition lighting and furniture line last year.

Word of Humbert & Poyet’s talent is spreading fast. In process now are the interiors of a
19-story apartment tower in Monaco. Two tenants admire the public spaces so much they've
already hired the firm to furnish their apartments. —Jane Margolies

FROM FRONT LEFROY BROOKS: SHOWER FITTINGS (BATHROOM). THROUGH L'ATELIER 55: CHAIRS
(DINING AREA, BEDROOM), LAMP (LIVING AREA), NIGHTSTAND (BEDROOM). CASAMANCE: SOFA
FABRIC, PILLOWS (LIVING AREA). NOBILIS: PILLOWS. PHILIPPE HIQUILY: GILDED SIDE TABLE.
NORKI DECORACION: FUR THROW (LIVING AREA), BEDSPREAD (BEDROOM). LORO PIANA: PLAID
PILLOWS (LIVING AREA), PILLOWS, BED BASE FABRIC (BEDROOM), WALL COVERING (BUNK ROOM).
CENTRE VALAISAN DE LA LITERIE: CUSTOM BEDS (BEDROOMS). THROUGHOUT ZATTI ARREDA-
NENTI: WOODWORK.

!
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Christophe Poyet & Emil
Humbert: A few of their
favorite things

Instagram: @the.archers.inc

Paris restaurant: Anahi for its
incredible Argentine meat and
rich history—it was the fashionista
place to be in the 1990’s.

Monaco restaurant: Song Qi is like
having dinner in a jewelry box.
(Full disclosure: We designed it!)
Monaco museum: Villa Sauber and
Villa Paloma for their meticulously
curated contemporary exhibitions
and their incredible architecture.
Paris shop: Laffanour Galerie
Downtown, Francgois’s selection

of 20th-century furniture is iconic.
Furniture era: Mid-century modern
for the lines.

Furniture designer: Gio Ponti,

a humanist and a genius who had

a unique, joyful vision of the world.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: FRANCIS AMIAND (2); CHARLIE SCHUCK
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